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A Brief Analysis of the Furo and Hibachi in Chinese and Japanese Tea Cultures

Zhang Jianli

Abstract: In the Japanese tea ceremony, there are two types of stoves used for starting fire and boiling water, namely, one is
wind—hearth (called furo), and the other is sunken hearth (called hibachi). For many practitioners of the Japanese tea ceremony,
although the term "furo" was derived from the Chinese tea culture, its essence diverged. The "hibachi" was often regarded as an
innovation unique to Japanese tea practitioners. However, a careful review of relevant literature from both China and Japan re-
veals that both the "furo" and the "hibachi", in terms of their names, shapes, methods of construction, functions, and the cultural
philosophies they represent, can be traced back to Chinese culture. It is evident that although these elements originated from
China, they were not merely copied; instead, they were adapted with numerous new ideas, reflecting a characteristic feature of the
Japanese tea ceremony by way of absorption and localization of Chinese tea culture.
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